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The 20th regul#r oonvention of the Free Democratic Party (FDP),

SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION

held at Nuernberg June 22-25, had as its chief item of business
the adoption of an election ocampaign platform. Thorough
spadework by the party managers, plus tacit agreement by both
roform and conservative factions to avoid a showdown on

" controversial policy matters, promoted the occasion into a
show of party unity. Only two challenges developed to the
carefully tailored platform draft, and both were disposed of

OSY BOUTING

without serious confliot. A radical amendment on co-determina-
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tion, proposed by the FDP youth affillate (Jungdemokraten)
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L

ohiefly to bait the conservatives, was remanded for furthers

Licwm

study. On all-German policy -- & central point of internali=i
dispute -- dexterous tactice preserved the leadership's I35
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current poeition against de jure recognition of East Germany g

LI

Thé truce on platform policy reflected a growing awareness e

aADOM

on a1l sides that internal squabbling could be a fatal luxury ;
in this eleotion year. FKumerous conversations with leading E

ALl

delogates revealed general pessimism concerning the FDP's =
electoral prospeocts -~ in sharp contrast to the euphoric mood ™=

following the Heinemann eleotion coup in March -- and un-

certainty about the party's future policy course. At the

convention's end, mistrust betwoen the rival factions had not
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appreciably diminished, apd both eideq were beginning to show
discontent with ohairman[%g%;g£_§ghggm’e leadership style, -
plus some skepticism adou 8 ability to keep the party from
being foroed into a hopeless taotical position in the aftor-
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The general assumption that the NPD would succeed in
winning Bundeostag representation was challenged y\fev
delegates. A notable exooption wasﬁﬁgutuul_gggn, ‘internal _
seourity expert in the Bundeestag and a leadiing mviiber of the . A @
roform group, who denied that the FDP had lont momentum; at S
a minimum, the party would reach 12 percent of the vote, and $
bhe was all aset to make an effeotive canvass of hia Ruhr I f
distriot, with a small fleot of sound-trucks and a corps of '
youthful volunteer workers. Hans-Roderich Schneider, FDP

press ohief, offered the following estimate of the outocomes
CDU/CSU, 44 percent; SPD, 36; FDP, 12; NPD, 4,5; radiocal

left, 2.5. But his attractive secretary-aide, the wife of

Stern oorrespondent Peter Staehle, obaerved that those who ,
wereo holding to the 12 percent forecast (in. the more Optimintio :
mood of earlier months, regarded as a pinimum level) were ‘
roally saying that they hoped the FDP vote would at least reach _ i
10 percent -« in offect the minimun required to ward off the .
impression of failure.
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Coalition Strategy Clouded o

Although the delegates responded enthusiastioally to the . ' i
rousing "let's go, team" speech by Genscher at. the close of '
the convention, it did not succeed in overcoming their
pescimism about the party's electoral proapects. Contriduting
to this pessimism was & growing awareness among the reform
elements that the SPD, despite the fact that FDP votes had put : i
its candidate into the presidency, had cooled considerably § i
toward the idea of a coalition with the FDP. ’As one veteran : i
observer (Hermann Schreiber of Spiegel) noted, the SPD was
behaving like a disappointed lover who has realized that his
paramour's charms are not what they seemed; the SPD leaders

s had become openly skeptical of the FDP's ability to hold to

. a social-liboral ocourse, or in any case to win sufficient

- representation in the next Bundestag to qualify as a reliadle ' B
coalition partner. A ;

This ebbingfof SPD sympathy meant bitter disappointment to .
thooe 1like 4&5%_%%%3;;;L)of Baden-Wuerttemberg, who had all -
along held tha oould not survive in the long run '
unless it’ Jettisoned oonservative ballest and took up "independent® == ™
.04y reformist ~< positions on both domestic and foreign poliocy. 3
For Moersch) i has boen axiomatic that the CDU/CSU could not S
be expected to aéogbttheso positions; any hope of realizing ' :
FDP oonoepta eapeolally as regards all-Germsn policy, would - E
bave to dapend on cooperation with the SPD.‘ He was now tryimg . . i
deuporately to' keep this possibility open’ but)’ aa he ‘told the {
report;ne offioer, ‘without " much eXpeotatiqn of auooeaa. A i
oorrespop&in& inolination toward’ the SFD' had indeed’ doveloped o
Gnder Seheel¥s” loudership, guaranteeipg his" oénfinn?d support
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